APPENDIX C                                                 573

in a given month who were 30 years of age or over increased from 0.4 per cent

in September, 1941, to 35 per cent in the fall of 1942, and then dropped to
12 per cent in February, 1943, when the induction of 18- and ^-year-old
men began.

Age Distribution of Enlisted Men 2

Mar. 31, 1943                June 30, 1944

18-19 7ears                                  4%                               9-3%

20-24   "                                  42%                             39-9%

25-29   "                                   29%                             27.496

30-34   "                                   *4?&                             14-7%

35-37   "                                    596                               5.6%
38 years and over                        6%

This variation in age grouping is also shown in a comparison of two di-
visions which were formed early in the course of the war and two divisions
which were formed late in the course of the war.
Age Comparison In Two Groups of Divisions 2
Two Divisions Formed      Two Divisions Formed
Early in War                    Later in We*
19 years or less                               2 %                             43 %
20    "                                           3%                             23%
21-24 years                                  39%                             12%
25-29   "                                     38%                              11%
30-34   "                                     I39&                               6%
35 years and over                           5%                               5%
Educational levels. The Army in World War II was a much better edu-
cated one than that of World War I.
Educational Background of Enlisted Men
World War I*             tyorldWarll*
College training                          5%                             11.2%
High-school graduates                 4%                             27.6%
High-school nongraduates          1 1 %                             32.6%
Grade school                             80%                             28.6%
There were advantages and disadvantages to this phenomenal increase in
the educational background of the Army, Undoubtedly the advantages far out-
2 These and many of the figures that follow were obtained on tabulations of a 5 per cent
sample of the cards of all enlisted men in the Army as of March 31, 1943, made by the Ma-
chine Records Branch AGO and recorded in What the Soldier Thinks, No. 2, Report 58, Aug.,
1943, pp. 107, 108. Figures for 1944 from Manpower Control Group, 3 Sept 1946.
* What the Soldier thinks, No. 3, 25 February 1944, PP- 7-8-
4 Information from Personnel Division, G-i, 3 September 1946.